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SUBJECT: RAIL TRAVEL TO WEST BERLIN VIA EAST BERLIN 

REE: WARSAW 3174 

1 . WE WISH TO ADD OUR SUPPORT TO THE PROPOSAL TO HAVE 
BONN AND USBERLIN REVIEW AGAIN THE QUESTION OF PROVIDING 
AUTOMOBILES AND DRIVERS EOR RAIL TRANSIT OF THE BERLIN 
SECTOR LINE (REFTEL). AS HAS SO OETEN BEEN NOTED, 

DENYING EMPLOYEES OF EMBASSY MOSCOW THE USE OF THE TRAIN 
IS A SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC AND MORALE PROBLEM FOR FAMILIES 
TRYING TO VACATION OUTSIDE THE USSR AND EASTERN EUROPE, 
PARTICULARLY FOR THOSE WHO MUST PAY THE INCREASED AIR 
FARES WITH NO REIMBURSEMENT BY THE USG. U.S. MISSION 
BERLIN AND U.S. COMMANDER BERLIN SHOULD BE AWARE THAT 
THIS FINANCIAL BURDEN EALLS ON ALL EMBASSY FAMILIES, 

BUT THAT THE HEAVIEST BURDEN FALLS HARDEST ON LOWER 
SALARIED STATE AND DAO NON-COM PERSONNEL. 
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2. WE CANNOT BE SURE HOW MANY ADDITIONAL CARS AND 
DRIVERS WOULD HAVE TO BE ASSIGNED TO SUCH TRANSIT DUTIES, 
BUT WE CALCULATE THAT IT WOULD BE LESS THAN TWO TO FOUR 
FULL-TIME DRIVERS ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT MOST OF THE 
TRANSITTING COULD BE PERFORMED BY A DUTY DRIVER WHOSE 
LATE EVENING CALLS ARE RELATIVELY INEREQUENT (THE TRAIN 
COMES THROUGH BERLIN AT 2250). WE WOULD ALSO BE WILLING 
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TO LESSEN THE BURDEN BY GIVING ADVANCE NOTICE OE ANY 
TRAVELERS WHO WOULD WISH TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OE THE TRANSIT 
ARRANGEMENT ONCE IT IS SET UP. IN THIS WAY THE 
REQUIREMENT EOR ADDITIONAL CARS AND DRIVERS COULD BE 
MINIMIZED. WE WOULD EVEN BE WILLING TO RESTRICT SUCH 
TRAVEL TO TWO OR THREE DAYS PER WEEK, IF THIS WOULD 
LESSEN THE REQUIREMENTS ON THE BERLIN END. WE ASSUME 
THAT EVEN WERE MORE THAN ONE FAMILY TO COME THROUGH 
IN ONE NIGHT, THAT A SINGLE VAN OR OTHER OVERSIZED 
VEHICLE COULD BE USED. 

3. WE WOULD BE MOST GRATEEUL EOR FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION 
BY OUR COLLEAGUES IN BERLIN, CIVILIAN AND MILITARY. 

TOON 
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